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Dear Friends, 


Summer is now over, and at 713 Indiana we look on its passing with 
relief, comfort and anxiety. There has been a lot of growth in the 
community. Those of us who remain have a renewed spirit for the 
hospitality and our on-going witness. Much of this renewal can 

be attributed to the new paint and carpeting we rehabilitated 


the first house with. 


Much of our time and energy was invested in giving this sorely 
needed attention to the first house, the first time we have given 
it such attention since we opened two years ago. Even though we 
didn't offer hospitality during the renovation, it took one month 
of concentrated effort to make the house available again to guests. 
With the first house open again, progress at Ligutti House is 
coming at a snail's pace, 


while all of this renewal has been taking place, none of the staff 
have been able to hold down wage-earning jobs. We don't like this 
situation, but it is necessary to get the essential work done 
quickly. 


We have a open y tax bill of $400 on Frank's Desk, still unpaid, 
and another $400 in unpaid dentist bills. As you read this newsletter, 
we don't have enough funds on hand to pay for its printing. 


It is embarrassing to keep coming to you, our friends, in these 
times of need, but you are sorely needed now: Sometimes we sound 
like we are a "corner on the market" for God's work. At times like 
these we are reminded that God's work is shared work, and we need 
you as much as you need us. 


Please help us if you can, and most importantly pray for us. Money, 
though extremely necessary, is here today and gone tomorrow. Prayer 
has its foundation in God Eternal and will be with us forever. 


In Christ's peace, 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community. 


Dedication: 


To John 


August 6, 1978, It is 
of the 33rd anniversary of the dropping of the 
first nuclear weapon on Hiroshima was also the 
day Pope Paul VI died. The anniversary of the 
dropping of the singularly most dangerous 
weapon ever used in warfare also saw the death 
of a world leader commited to the end of nuclear 
weapons and the arms race, 

It is a sign of our times, however, that the 
words of the pope often fall on deaf ears, even 
among the world's 700 million Catholics. After 
all, we are called by our baptism to be a human 
vehicle for the Holy Spirit, even when it puts 
us in confrontation with the Church itself, 

In Des Moines, four days of activities 
commemorating Hiroshima and Nagasaki were 
preceded by a pastoral letter by our bishop, 
the Most Reverend Maurice J, Dingman, Yet, 

200 miles away three of our sisters and brothers 
were arrested on behalf of the institutional 
church for commemorating Hiroshima near church 
property and reminding parishoners of the 
church's commitment to ending the arms race. 

In this issue, "A Tale of Two Dioceses" is 
chronicled by the bishop's pastoral letter 

and summaries of activities in both Des Moines 
and Dubuque, 

The funeral of Paul VI, the election and 
simple coronation of John Paul I are now 
history. John Paul has commited himself to 
continue the work of his two most contem- 
porary predecessors, We dedicate this issue 
to his new papacy, in the hopes that the 
Spirit may fill him with the same conviction 
for peace in our day as it did Paul, 


Paul | 


ironic that the date 


via pacis is published by the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker Community, Box 4551, 

Des Moines, IA 50306, Tel (515) 243-0765, 
Subscriptions are free upon request, 
Community: Tony Caldiero, Frank Cordaro, 
Joe Da Via, Jacquee Dickey, Betty Goodnough, 
Steve Marsden, and Jack Smith, 
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Discussions 


Part of the Catholic Worker tradition is 
the "round table discussion," where people 
get together and share thoughts and 
philosphies. In the end, hopefully all 
participants grow in the process. Discussions 
are held at the house (713 Indiana, one block 
north of University) every Friday night. 

The liturgy begins at 8 p.m., with the 
discussion following. 


a: ol. ie Bh ae 


September 15: Mobilization for Survival 
Conference; no mass or discussion, 

Sept. 22: The Mobilization for Survival: 
Past and Future Activities; staff, On the 
weekend of Sept. 15-17, we and other Des Moines < 
area peace organizations will host the second c 
annual conference of the Mobilization for « 
Survival (details on p. 10). We will 4 
summarize the activities of the conference, é 
and the new focus of the coming two years ¢ 
on this date, 1 
Sept. 29: Personal and Apostolic Spiritual V 
Growth; Sr. Mary Ann Foy, Christian Life ‘ 
Communities, a movement of small communities : 
of people living together or near eacli other, 1 
will highlight Sr. Mary Ann's discussion. ‘ 
Oct, .6: The try of the Permanent 4 
Deaconate: Bob and Theresa Sullivan, The 1 
role of the permanent deacon is a new one 1 
in the Catholic Church. How his ministry . 
differs from the priest's and layperson's 1 
will be explored, 

Oct, 13: Film: Me is all I have, Pat Dinnen, ‘ 
a Des Moines area artist (and donor of ‘The’ 
Burning Bush" oil painting to the house) will 1 
follow the film with a discussion of the 1 
artist's answer to identity. ' 
Oct. 20: The Catholic Worker Movement; staff. 
Periodically, we center on the ministry of : 
the Catholic Worker movement and discuss our : 
role in the modern church, as we will this 
evening, 
Oct. 27: High School Military Recruiting; 

Joe Da Via and Jacquee Dickey, In late 

August, Jacquee and Joe attended a one night 
seminar on military recruiting and the - 
possible reinstatement of draft registration. 4 
This, and the endangered status of conscien- 
tious objection, will be this nights subject. 
Nov. 3: The Hunger Project: Alan Smith. 
Christianity's response to hunger has been 
addressed by many different organizations in 
past years, Alan will present The Hunger 
Project's program, 
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ON HOSPITALITY 


by Joe Da Via At times, we had to question our values in 

It was almost a month between the time when undertaking some of the projects. Now, only 
we closed the houses down for maintenance and a week after we re-opened, most of our 
renovation before we opened again for hospi- judgement has proven sound: the house is 
tality. I'd almost forgotten what it is like. easier to maintain, and the simple beauty 
The days of the renovation were long periods of the home is a comfort to both us and the 
of no interruption: spending a day scraping guests, It's less frightening to a stranger 
or painting, varnishing or polishing and to walk into a well cared for house. (One 
cleaning. It filled me with a sense of renewal, lesson, however, should be carved in the 
I began to understand the Ignatian motto of woodwork: if the most inexpensive paint in 
Ora et Labora--Prayer and Work. There's a the store claims to.be washable, don't 


wholesome spirituality to doing a tedious job, believe it, and buy the semi-gloss anyway.) 

Now, the renovating moves on to Ligutti 
House, Since the parishoners at Holy Trinity 
spent a lot of time on the inside work last 
year, most of our energy will be spent 
weatherproofing the outside windows and 
erecting a fire escape, and hopefully 
replacing the flimsy (and sometimes non- 
existant) storm windows with mere durable 
ones. Some minor interior work, such as 
carpeting, varnishing, and some painting 
needs to be done, so any spare time would 
be appreciated. 

Hospitality will be different, however, 
with the departure of Ed Polich, who moved 
out last month after spending over 4 year 
and a half as part of the live-in community. 


LABORA Frits Eichenbers His friendliness, the smiling banjo and happy 
the quiet patience that's needed to see the harmonica, and spirituality are sorely missed, 
very gradual progress in the project, The though he lives only 4 mile away. Tim Heller 
feeling of renewal reaches a climax when who spent the summer with us, has also moved 
seeing the completed work hours, days, 4 on, to enter the Franciscan seminary in 
month later, Detroit. Shalom, friends. 

The Worker Hoyse is now completed, Almost We welcome Tony Caldiero back to the 
all the walls have been painted or wallpapered, community. Tony helped us open Ligutti House 
almost all the floors sanded and varnished, last fall and happened to drop in again in 
carpeted, or decorated with linoleum, the August. Perhaps this time it will be a longer 
porch and all the exterior windows painted stay, when he is needed again (which is 
and the entire house given a very thorough always). 
cleaning, We submit our deeply felt thanks Even though the lack of interruptions was 
and prayers for those who gave their time helpful in getting the first house renewed, 
to our renewal: Jim Speak, Tony Salem, Fred the pleasant, though sometimes very frequent, 
and Joyce Otting, John Giudicessi, Dan reminders that we are open again are also ~ 
Usavage, Sister Mary Ellen, Florence Loss, welcome, Whether it is Jimmy's help with the 
Linda Dean, Helen Westbrook, Wayne Silka, varnishing, Iva and Joyce's continual and 
Betty Heck, Esther McCormick, Rose Warywoda, automatic washing of the between-meal dishes, 
Richard Cleaver, Greg Green, Bob Renfro, Donna's washing of the windows, and even the 
a crew of friends from St, Thomas Aquinas confused crying of a young mother not knowing 
student center in Ames, Dar and Bev, Carol why she's here, and barely knowing how she 
Gieske, and the countless others who helped arrived in Des Moines, the essence of our 
by supplying materials, food and money to being, the tending to the needs of each other 
make the renewal possible. and our sisters and brothers, is our life. 
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My Dear People, 

August the 6th of this year is worthy of 
note, It falls on a Sunday and marks the 
occasion of two important events, Liturgi- 
cally we celebrate the Feast of the Trans- 
figuration, In our contemporary world it 
marks the 33rd anniversary of the atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima in Japan, 

Tabor speaks of Chirst transfigured before 
his Apostles, Hiroshima speaks of Christ, the 
mystical Christ, the whole Christ, disfigured 
before the world, Transfiguration and dis- 
figuration...good and evil are locked in 
nortal combat. The fate of the world hangs in 
‘balance as we make the choice between Tabor 
and Hiroshima, The scriptural event of Tabor 
orings hope and love and optimism, The 
historical event of Hiroshima brings only the 
spectre of disaster and foreboding and 
pessimism, 

The two events of Tabor and Hiroshima are 
poles apart. Two more diverse events are 
wnimaginable, yet there is a striking likeness 
im the bright and shining cloud, Matthew tells 
us that "a bright cloud covered them" (17:5). 
When Hiroshima was bombed. an atomic cloud 
covered that city, After the blast a ball of 
fire formed. This fireball rose into the sky 
and formed a huge atomic cloud while a sea of 
fire rolled and boiled outward from the center 
of impact, 

Sunday, Aug. 6. is a time for.meditation and 
prayer, Once more we must. address the question: 
Can we support the use of nuclear weapons? 
Each succeeding year brings bigger bombs with 
greater and greater destructive power, If a 
20-megaton nuclear weapon was detonated in the 
center of New York City seven million people 
would die, It would dig a crater 650 feet deep 
and a mile-and-a-half across, 

Can the use of atomic weapons be reconciled 
with the Gospel? Can the stockpiling of these 
weapons be justified? What does Tabor say 
about Hiroshima? How can we achieve trans- 
figuration rather than disfiguration? In the 
vision of Tabor we can live in the bright 
light of the transfigured Christ. In the 
terrible reality of Hiroshima we die in the 
disfiguration of a man-made technological 
product that defies the imagination, so awful 
is it in its dreadful consequences, The very 
existence of the human race is in jeopardy. 

Both Tabor and Hiroshima featured light, 
intense and brilliant brightness, The face 
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A Tale of 
Two Dioceses: 
Part 1 


of Christ on Tabor was illumined and shone as 
the sun, On that fateful day of Aug. 6, 1945, 
the atomic explosion at Hiroshima at 8:15, a.m, 
was brighter than the sun, but how different 
the consequences, Peter could say after Tabor: 
"Lord, it is good for us to be here," After 
Hiroshima the human race could only strike its 
breast and say humbly: "Lord, it is tragic 
that we have witnessed so inhuman an event," 

Violence had its day 33 years ago, That 
violence has spawned more violence, In my life- 
time 50 million people have died as a result 
of wars, My mother remembers very vividly 
reading: the newspaper in August of 1914, She 
recalls that I was just learning to crawl as 
she read about the death of Pius X on August 
20, an event which followed by. a little more 
than two weeks the outbreak of the First 
World War, An atomic war will immeasurably 
increase the number of casualities. 

But where do we begin? What can I do? 
Humanly speaking we, face an impossible task, 
but there is a power beyond ourselves, That 
power is found in the transfigured Christ, 

It is to Him that a disfigured world must 
look for answers, More precisely on this 
coming Feast of the Transfiguration on Aug. 6 
I would suggest that we focus our attention 
on the Eucharistic Christ. 

A recent experience alerted me to the 
importance of the Eucharist. On June 15 of this 
year I was one of 21 bishops who were privi- 
leged to have an audience with Pope Paul VI in 
the Vatican on the occasion of our "ad limina" 
visit to Rome, On that occasion the Holy 
Father spoke eloquently about the "supreme 
importance" of the Eucharist, As he spoke of 
"the transformation of the world in justice, 
holiness and peace" he pointed out the 
"supreme effectiveness’ of the Eucharist. 

Twice the Holy Father spoke about the source 
of our strength: "and we are convinced today 
that an ever greater emphasis on this teaching 
will be a source of strength to all the pilgrim 
people of God," and "the people of God..,can 
draw unlimited strength from the Eucharist 

to collaborate actively in the mission of the 
Church," 

The Liturgy of the Feast of the Transfigura- 
tion is more than a historical narrative. We 
read that "Jesus took his disciples, and went 
up the mountain where he was transfigured 
before them," I ask that this historical event 
be made present on every altar in every church 
and chapel in the diocese on Aug, 6. 
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Tabor or 
Hiroshima ? 


In this Atomic Age the Eucharistic Jesus 
would once again take us up the mountain to 
our altars and be transfigured again, Tabor 
is the church where we gather. We are today's 
Peter and James and John, Tabor becomes present 
through the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist, Through Him we will be 


transfigured, and we in turn will be instruments 


in the transfiguration of the world, Once 
again we will hear Matthew's gospel fulfilled: 
"In the shining cloud the spirit is seen; 
from it the voice of the Father is heard; 
is my Son, my beloved, in whom is all my 
delight. Listen to him," (17:5) 

The Eucharist is the root and the center of 
the Church's unity, In the Eucharist we ex- 
perience the oneness of being God's people 
united in Christ--in his truth and in his 
love, The Eucharist is at once the sign of: 
community and the cause of its growth, It is 
not in the technology of the bomb that we will 
preserve our freedom, It is rather in the love 
of one another engendered by the Eucharist 
that we will build a unified world, 

Listen to him! This is the advice given 
on the occasion of the Transfiguration. We 
do this in many ways, One of these is in his 
Vicar, Pope Paul VI, who has repeatedly 
reminded us of our duty to promote disarmament: 
"The arms race is a matter of scandal; the 
prospect of disarmament is a great hope." 
(Paul VI to U.N, special Session on Dis- 
armament, May 23-June 28, 1978). How can the 
world justify spending 400 billion dollars a 
year on armaments, an average of $1 million 
every minute? This is why the Holy See, in a 


This 


message to the United Nations on April 30, 1976, 


said "The armaments race,..it is to be 
condemned unreservedly." 

Recently I attended a meeting at the Abbey 
of Senaque in France on the catechumenate, 

In suggesting some concrete steps which might 
prove useful I would like to use the cate- 
chumenal model as presented in the 1972 Roman 
Document on the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults, paragraph 19, 

--First, information, There is a great need 
to be informed, I would suggest books and 
magazine articles, but more especially the 
annual World Day of Peace Message of the 
Holy Fathet which he issues each New Year's 
Day. This year's theme is: "No to violence; 
yes to peace!" The Pope has spoken 11 times. 
Have we listened? Has our respqnse matched his 
call as he has said to us, "Peace depends on 
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you, too," 

--Secondly, we must employ a communal . 
approach, We must join with our neighbors to 
create a world opinion, Only through the 
power of a united world opinion will the 
nations. respond to a reduction of armaments, ; 
It is a voice that must be formed at the parish -’ 
level, We must talk about Hiroshima, Tomorrow's 
decision is being formed in the awareness of 
today, What is my world view? Do I share that 
with my neighbor? 

--Thirdly, the liturgical approach is really 
that of prayer. Prayer is essential because 
we face a task beyond human capabilities, We 
must look to a power beyond ourselves, a power 
centered in Christ, the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Again we are talking about the 
Eucharist; it is in the Eucharist that we can 
“draw unlimited strength.,.to collaborate 
actively in the ministry of the Church," 

(Pope Paul to the bishops June 14, 1978). 

--Fourth, ours is a task that is apostolic. 
We must work with others to share the Gospel 
in the testimony of our lives and in the 
profession of our faith, I would ask you to 
draw courage and inspiration from the 
example set by the Catholic Worker House 
and the Isaiah House, both located in Des 
Moines and actively engaged in disarmament 
issues. 

August 6 is a day of prayer in the diocese, 

I call on the Catholic people of southwest Iowa ° 
and all who hear my voice, to join ina great 
crescendo of praise and thanksgiving as well 
as a chorus of contrition and supplication 

to God the Father with the Son through the Holy _ 
Spirit, Each of us has a small voice, but 

it becomes powerful when it is joined with the © 
whole heavenly court, 

On- Sunday, Aug, 6, we the disciples of 
today, the Peter, the James and the John of 
our times, will go up the mountain of every 
parish church and institutional chapel in our 
diocese to experience the mystery of Christ 
transfigured, We pray thaw His transfiguration © 
on Mount Tabor will overcome the disfiguration ~ 


. wrought. by the forces of e¥il at Hiroshima. 


The human race is faced with a choice, We must 
halt the arms race in the spirit of Tabor or 
proceed with the armaments race and face 
annihilation in the spirit of Hiroshima, 
Tabor or Hiroshima! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

+MAURICE J, DINGMAN 

Bishop of. Des Moines. 5 
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This is only a test 


by Joe Da Via 

Four days of activities commemorating the 
anniversary of the dropping of atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki began in Des Moines 
August 6 with a rally at the Japanese Bell, 
on the grounds south of the state capital. 

The bell, given to Des Moines as a peace 
offering by Kofu, its sister city in Japan, 
commemorates the deaths and continuing 
effects of the dropping of bombs 33 years 
ago on the two Japanese cities, 

The rally took a visionary perspective, with 
members of various peace communities in central 
Iowa , including the Women's International 
League for Peace and Freedom, Iowa Peace 
Network, the Justice and Peace Center, the 
American Friends Service Committee, and the 
Catholic Worker Community sharing hope for 
the future. 

For the following three days, downtown 
Des Moines was the arena for more symbolic 
action, pointing to the destruction nuclear 
weapons can potentially have on our society, 
and the present effect we feel by their 
existence, A "Festival of Life" started in the 
Fifth and Walnut mini-park before noon Monday, 
in an attempt to celebrate life to its fullest, 
showing what is lost in death, The music was 
reminiscent of the ‘sixties, but the message 
to passers-by was clearly relevant to today, 
as read in the paragraph attached to five 
hundred helium balloons released that day: 

THIS IS ONLY A TEST! If a nuclear bomb had 

been dropped on Des Moines on August 7, 1978, 

radiation fallout would travel the same path 

as this balloon, Right now, you would be 
dead, or suffering from radiation sickness, 

If you survived, you'd have genetic damage, 

SUPPORT A NON-NUCLEAR FUTURE. 

Charcoal sketches, music, mime, poetry and 
clowning were presented as ways of conveying 
life and death through art, with the optimistic 
hope that Hiroshima never happen again, 

For an hour and a half the following day, 

a funeral procession filed through the down- 
town area, with its participants in white 
face and black cassocks, carrying a child's 
coffin, and marching to the slow dirge of 

a single drum, With a large banner reading 
NO MORE HIROSHIMAS and a simple leaflet 
accompanying the procession, nothing more 
needed to be said, 

Perhaps the most dramatic and effective 
witness of the four days occurred shortly 
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Rita Corbin 


eetete oY 


after noon Wednesday at the base of the rusty 
skyscraper, the Ruan Center. It was apparent 
that there were a-few more people enjoying 
their lunches in the outdoor plaza, But 
nothing out of the ordinary... 

An air horn sounded and forty people dropped 
to the ground. A rather sophisticated looking 
gentleman calmed passers-by with a short 
message on a hand-held public address system: 
"This is only a test. The people beside you 
are not really dead..." Although the speech 
by Jack Smith, Executive Director of the 
Des Moines Area Justice and Peace Center, 
was short, it clearly cut to the meat of 
anti-nuclear demonstrations being held across 
the country during these days. The threat 
of the use of nuclear weapons gets stronger 
every day. Conventional war, with armed 
soldiers, could very well be obsolete, If a 
neutron bomb were to fall on Des Moines, every- 
one in miles surrounding the city would be 
dead within minutes or months, while the 
buildings would still be standing. And the use 
of even one more nuclear weapon could mean 
the end of "civilization," Stark, simple, 
truthful, Apparently, the message reached 
some of the downtown passers-by, as about 
seventy people across the street applauded 
as the all-clear siren sounded and the 
"dead" began to stand. 

Our responsibility as Christians in a 
nuclear world was expressed Wednesday evening 
at a candlelight prayer vigfl at First 
Methodist Church, We must pray for humanity, 
that it may survive, We must also pray for 
conversion, that.the Holy Spirit may change 
the hearts of those in the positions of power, 
whose decisions can end life on earth, 
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A Tale: Part 3 


CASE DISMISSED? 


by Dan Ebener, Joanne Hall and Nettie Post 
I, August 6, 1978, 1978, 33 years later. 

In Dubuque on August 6, 1978, a community of 
28 people gathered outside the Cathedral to 
mourn the memory of Hiroshima and to witness 
in the cause of preventing future nuclear 
holocausts. About 15 of these people chose to 
make this witness more realistic by ‘dying" 
symbolically in the public view. Three of 
those 15 chose to make their witness more 
directly visible to the institutional 
Churéh and more personal to the Cathedral 
parishioners, by crossing the street to "die" 
on the sidewalk facing the Cathedral, Those 
three were immediately arrested for "public 
disorder" by “obstructing the sidewalk," 

Having talked with the Church authorities 
and the police ahead of time, the three of us 
who were arrested were fully aware that we 
were in violation of the State Code, But we 
felt the personal witness to the Church to 
be more important than simply avoiding the 
consequences of such an arrest. The Church 
authorities had said that people should be able 
to come to Mass to find peace and quiet, to 
get away from the world's problems, Our 
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point is that if the Church gets away from the 
world's problems, those problems are going to 
get worse, On August 21, 1978, the case of thee 
State of Iowa vs, Dan Ebener, Joanne Hall and 
Nettie Post was dismissed, being "not in the 
public interest," according to the assistant 
county attorney. 


II, Nuclear armaments cannot be so easil: 
dismissed. : 

The arms race is a "public disorder," 

The arms race is out of control. More than 
$400 billion is spent annually on the global 
arms race, The average family pays more in 
taxes to support the world's arms race than 
to educate their children, The cost of one 
Trident submarine equals the cost of a year's 
schooling for 16,000,000 children in develo- 
ping countries, For the estimated cost of 
the new mobile intercontinental missile 
(the MX), 50 million malnourished children 
in developing countries could be adequately 
fed, 65,000 health care centers and 340,000 
primary schools built. 

As the late Pope Paul VI pointed out, the 
massive expenditures for weapons are destruc- 
tive, even if never used in combat. They 
inflict economic hardship on millions of 
people by increasing inflation, eliminating 
jobs, depleting scarce resources, slowing 
development assistance for the poor and 
polluting the environment, More tl.an half a 
billion people suffer serious malnutrition or 
starvation, Half the world's children cannot 
attend school, Half the world's people lack 
adequate shelter or health care, (See 


World Military and Social Expenditures, 
R,L, Sivard) 


Four days of military spending would be 
enough to feed ali the world's 200 million 
atarving children for a year, Dwight D, 
Eisenhower pointed out, "Every gun that is 
made, every warship launched, every rocket 
fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and are not fed, those 
who are cold and not clothed," 

In the face of this shocking reality, however, 
business-as-usual continues, The United States 
continues to build 3 nuclear warheads per day, 
And the people of the nation continue to 
console themselves with the myth that all of 
this is "necessary," Some go so far as to say 
"justifiable." One of the myths is that if 
arms production ceased, there could be no way 
continued on p. 8 


The Church is our hope 


continued from p. 7 

of solving the unemployment problem, The U.S, 
Dept, of Labor states that more jobs can be 
created in peace conversion than in the mili- 
tary-industrial complex, The myth that arms 
production aids the economy is only partially 
true, Arms are profitable only when sold to 
developing countries who can ill afford them 
and who are therefore more likely to use them 


than Russia or the U.S, 
Another myth, based on the bombing. of 


Hiroshima and Nagasaki, is that nuclear bombs 
"save more lives than they destroy," We 

console ourselves that the bombing of 
Hiroshima ended the war, History proves other- 
wise, The bombing of Hiroshima was virtually 
unnecessary in assuring that the Japanese would 
surrender, Those who agreed with this statement 
include Gen, Dwight Eisenhower, Admiral 
William Leahy, Admiral Ernest King, Gen. Curtis 
LeMay, Gen, Henry Arnold, Winston Churchill 
and the U.S, Strategic Bombing Survey. 

To make it more clear, the triumvirate of 
military, economic and political powers of 
this country use nuclear armaments as a club 
to insure their "right" to do half the world's 
business, whether the rest of the world likes _ 
it or not, Nuclear armaments comprise the "gun 
behind the Open Door," 

Hiroshima marked the beginning of the arms 
race, And now, the arms race is obstructing 
more than a*public sidewalk, It is obstructing 
our lives, blinding us from seeing our 
brothers and sisters across the continents as 
persons, The case for disarmament is definitely 
"in the public interest," 


IIL, Why the Church is our hope, 

The Church, established by Yasue, holds that 
life is sacred and that the Gospel is the 
standard of values by which we will be judged, 
This Truth makes the Church free, Free to be 
Christ to the world, 

In Matthew.25, Jesus tells us that the 
Kingdom belongs to those who feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, give drink to the thirsty, 
shelter the homeless, and care for the sick 
and imprisoned, Whatever we do to the least of 
His brethren, we do to Jesus. 

Though the Church has prostituted herself 
to the demand of the state, business and 
politics, by fearing for her own preservation 
and acting out of that fear, still the words 
of Jesus remain her central truth, 

The issue of peace conversion is a matter of 
justice, The Catholic Church says that action 
on behalf of justice is constitutive to 
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preaching the Gospel. Disarmament will only 
happen in the context of a faith community. 
This is why we turn to the Church, It is only 
when the churches mobilize their people into 
action for justice and disarmament, that those 
outside the faith community will be persuaded 
to disarm, 


IV, The Church in Dubuque as our focus. 

We of the Catholic Worker community are a 
grass roots movement seeking to move ourselves, 
our Church and our world toward a more truly 
Christian way of life, We see disarmament as 
more than an issue, It should be first in the 
priorities of the social justice work of the 
Church, 

Yet in Dubuque, the church is silent and 
reticent to act on behalf of the powerless 
in this regard, The issue of disarmament has 
not been raised, 

We feel strongly that the voice of the Church 
needs to be heard above the din of the mass 
consumerism and the business-as-usual production 
of nuclear armaments, We call for the Arch- 
diocese of Dubuque to take a stand for 
disarmament now or be counted into the group 
of economic, political and military structures 
who seek to maintain themselves by force; theft 
and injustice to the poor, The Church is for 
mankind, not for herself, 

In the words of Pope Paul: The arms race, 

It is to be condemned unreservedly," 


Vv, Why we can't wait. 


We of the Catholic Worker community as well 
as others who seek peace and justice will 
continue in the non-violent struggle to point 
to the Kingdom of God as the ultimate reality. 
We will continue to try to live the Gospel by 
encouraging the practice of voluntary poverty 
and the Corporal Works of Mercy, We will 
continue to offer hospitality to the poor and 
the forgotten persons who slip through the 
holes in the system and fall into our lives, 
And we will continue to try as best we can to 
point to the Truth that is Jesus, and to see 
His face in the suffering ones of the world. 
We will continue to. love one another as He 
has loved us, 

We welcome your prayers and action in behalf 
of these efforts, Together, we will not be 
easily "dismissed," 

PEACE, 

Joanne Hall, Dan Ebener, and Nettie Post 
Catholic Worker Community 

382 E, 21st Street 

Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
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Personalism & Humanism 


by Frank Cordaro 

We often join others in public demonstrations. 
Most of those who demonstrate have a belief in 
a God, yet their demonstrations stem from their 
belief in human rights and wrongs and not out 
of any sense of God, They may not call them- 
selves humanists by name, but they are in 
reality “practicing humanists," 

We who act out of faith should realize: this 
and know that there is a difference, For 
example, in Colorado this spring, we who 
demonstrated - wanted the Rocky Flats nuclear 
bomb plant shut down, The humanist reasons for 
the closing were several: the great environ- 
mental dangers that the plant imposed on the 
local area; the possible human annihilation 
that the increasing nuclear arsenal represents; 
nuclear weapons are being used even now to 
keep the powerful few in control of the 
helpless majorities, But for we who have faith, 
our desire to see the Rocky Flats bomb plant 
closed stems from God's truth: the Rocky Flats 
bomb plant is an idolatry by humanity against 
God and God's creation, Two different perspec- 
tives, What does one have to offer the other? 

_ Much of our world view is based on a humanist 
. perspective, Here the 17th century Enlighten- 
ment is triumphant, and physical science rules 
all, Humanity's meaning and direction are now 
possible through a greater and greater under- 
standing and use of the physical sciences. 
Every real question has a real scientific 
answer, Whether you are a humanist with values 
or a believer in God with values, all that 
needs to be done is to apply the lessons 
learned in the physical sciences. The saying 
goes "Thehard questions we can answer today, 
the impossible ones will take a little longer." 


Fritz Eichenberg 
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Both believer and unbeliever can come together 
and work for the same values through the same 
means. This scientific method, this human based 
process, goes almost unquestioned, Whatever 
failure we are experiencing now will soon be 
taken care of by the next scientific and 
technological discovery, Some Christians 
are so accustomed to thinking and living 
this humanistic methodology that they are 
hard pressed to see any difference, Their 
faith is either so unattached to their 
everyday lives and left in the unreal world 
(where God is the mystery to the questions 
not yet answered) or their faith is made so 
individualistic that it has lost all its 
social meaning. 

It is clear today that the humanist per- 
spective is a failure, Though we have gone 
to the moon and back, one half of our brothers 
and sisters go to bed hungry every night, 
Though we have made seemingly miraculous 
gains in medicine, most of the human race 
lack the basic health care and hygiene to 
stay healthy, Education is still a luxury 
for the very few and higher education only 
trains cogs for the unquestioning systems 
of machines and bureaucracies. For those of us 
who share the great wealth at the top of 
the human pile, happiness eludes us, Great 
depression and alienation plagues the 
affluent one-third, A real sense of a world 
gone out of control haunts us, Whatever the 
individual does, "drop-in," "drop-out," or 
"drop-over,'' makes no difference at all, We 
find ourselves in a man-made "end times," 
when the prevailing wisdom says “our peace 
and security depends on how many times more we 
can blow our enemies off the face of the 
earth than they can do unto us." This is the 
fruit of an ego centered humanity left alone 
with its own reason and ways. 

What does the believer have to offer the 


_ humanist? A great deal, First, there are no 


believers in an abstract God, The God of the 
Old and New Testament is a personal God, one 
that has a relationship with the people that 
He calls, It was not the philosophic God that 
called the Israelites out of Egypt and into 
the Holy Land, It was the God of the burning 
bush: He who IS, all that is, is seen, used, 
remembered, understood and hoped for in this 
reality. With our brother Jesus, the person 
of God in humanity has reached its limit, 
Not only is God with us in history, but God 
continued on p, 10 


Personalism 


continued from p. 9 

ig a human being. The truth of Jesus--one 
man--is radically different from the message 
of the humanist. God's love through his son 
Jesus is for persons, not for humanity as a 
whole, The humanists love humanity on the 
whole, Their values and methods reflect this 
type of love, It is an illusion, Humanity on 
the whole is unreal, there is no humanity as 
such, only persons. 

But how does the person loving God and the 
God loving person get involved in social 
justice? When asked by 4 seribe "Which is 
the first of all the commandments?" Jesus 
replied: 

"This is the first: 

‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is 
Lord alone, 
Therfore you shall love 
God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.' 

This is the second, 

"You shall love: your neighbor as yourself.' 
There is no other commandment greater than 
these." (Mark 12:29-31) 

To be a person loved by God can never be less 
. than social, There is nothing outside a human 
being, both good and bad, that is not inside 

that human being, and also there is nothing 
inside that human being that is not outside, 
It is important to see evil as it is to see 
good. From a personalist perspective, we need 
to expose that which is evil from within and 
from without, trust that the love of God 
through the man Jesus is more powerful than 
evil and live lives that reflect our love and 
trust in God, Any action on our part must be 
done in complete humility and a true sense 

of powerlessness. My direct: noh-violent 
resistance at Rocky Flats was an action my 
humility that my country's capability of 
building and using nuclear weapons reflects 
the bomb equivalent inside of me. I experience 
a powerlessness to do anything about this 
two-sided evil. Yet, with the truthfulness 
of my self-exposure, which is in itself a 
grace, I believe that God's love for me will 
right my personal evil. I continue to try to 
live my life as if God's love is already 
completely triumphant because I ama 

child of His kingdom, now and to be. We are 
called to be personalist, not humanist, 
child: »» of God, not of Babel. 
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ROADSIGNS 


MOBILIZATION FOR SURVIVAL CONFERENCE 

The second national conference of the 
Mobilization for Survival will be held in 
Des Moines September 15-17 at the Irving 
Junior High School-Tiny Tots Day Care 
Center, 16th and Forest Streets. This 

will be a working conference, with most of 
the weekend devoted to building a strategy 
over the next two years for working toward 
the goals of zero nuclear weapons, 2 
banning of nuclear power, an end to the 
arms race, and. beginning to fund human 
needs. 

At last year's conference, the Mobe 
began writing the headlines for the months 
ahead: Save Our Communities Week; Barnwell; 
Rocky Flats; the Hollywood Bowl Concert; 
Bangor, Washington; the May 27 rally for 
Disarmament in New York and San Francisco; 
the June 12 Sit-In for Survival at the U.S. 
Mission to the U.N,; Seabrook. These actions 
didn't just happen--they were organized 
as an expression of a growing national 
movement centered in the communities and 
regions of this country,The Mobilization 
organized some and supported others of 
these actions during it's first year. 

The strategy for the next two years for 
the Mobilization will be worked out at 
the conference. Peacetime conversior, 
converting plants from military contracts 
to peacetime production ("bombers to buses") 
will be seriously discussed as a primary 
focus. 

The registration fee is $15 at the door, 
or $10 in advance, or $5 for students, 
unemployed, and those on fixed incomes, 
For advanced registration, write: 

Edna Griffin 

1608 44th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 
Due to the close proximity of this mailing 
and the conference, it may be better that 
anyone interested call us at 243-0765 or 
Isaiah House at 282-9793 for more information 


FR, Z's ADDRESS 
As far as we know, Fr. John Zeitler, former 1; 
of our staff, has not decided where in 
Appalacia he will settle. You can write him 
at this address: 

Box 800 

E, Brady, PA 16146 
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PERSPECTIVES 


(Nanette Droste and Karen Streng spent the 
month of May with us this year, as their 
"May Term" project from Wartburg College. 
These are their perceptions on life with 
us,--Editor's note.) 


by Nanette Droste 

..eWhat I learned best was that the most 
important ingredient is people; and House 
philosophy--written or unwritten--emphasizes 
this, Whether a staff member or a guest, 
each person I encountered was singular and 
important, with their own story to tell and 
their own gift to give... 

Christianity cannot be reduced to attending 
church on Sunday and having something for the 
collection plate. This idea mostly reminds me 
of the movie "Easy Rider", where Peter Fonda 
is on his star-spangled cycle making a trek 
across the United States with fifty-thousand 
dollars from smuggled cocaine hidden in his 
tank, He's Captain America, he's the Great 
White Liberal who keeps saying, "Everything's 
going to work out," but does nothing to help 
it. He stays at a commune and hears that the 
people have been eating dead horses off the 
gide of the road--but does he take any of that 
fifty-thousand out of his tank? No, He does 
nothing. "Hey, they're going to make it." 
Hey, the Negroes, the Indians, the Mexicans-- 
they're all going to make it," But what doe 
he actually do? Nothing. 

The end of the movie is really vital because 
at the moment of truth when he gets shot off 
the cycle he discovers his folly--what he's 
misunderstood all that time. The money, the 
motorcycle, both are meaningless because at 
any moment he could get shot off it--BOOM-- 
that's the end, When it's all gone up in 
flames, all Fonda can say is, "We blew it. 

We blew it." This is a powerful realization 
that he could have done something constructive, 
something other than help society perpetuate 
its own end. 

The movie may be a little dramatic, but it 
does show how getting caught up in the arti- 
ficiality of the new American Dream can lead 
to personal as well as Christian destruction, 
The Catholic Worker and its philosophies are 
clear representatives of what the "Easy Rider" 
discovers too late, All in all, I want to 
send my sincere appreciation and thanks to 
my friends in Des Moines for the special 
way they have touched me and broadened 
my insights into myself and others. 
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By Karen Streng 

..eThe reason I came to the Catholic Worker 
Community is quite simple. I needed to reach 
out to people who are in need, who are living 
their lives day to day, I- needed and had the 
responsibility to help others and to have 
them help me and teach me... 

Something happened to me last December, God 
has been talking to me all my life, but last 
December I started to understand what He was 
saying to me, I knew that I had to go to the 
Catholic Worker to try to help, to do some 
refreshing physical work, to think about what 
God was telling me, to live in community. 

The idea of doing physical work attracted me, 
While reading at school I was too busy ana- 
lyzing each piece of literature and trying 
to extract each author's meaning and to apply 
it to myself that I didn't take time to think 
my own thoughts, At the Catholic Worker, with 
my hands busy at some task, I had more time 
to be open to thought. My favorite place for 
contemplation was the garden, a place of peace, 
thought, and pure joy, While my hands planted 
food, my heart and mind were free to work, 
also, 

Things were not always so peaceful, With 
so many people living together and coming and 
going constantly, the atmosphere got pretty 
harried at times, For this reason, the quiet 
times were as treasured as the times spent 
talking and working with people. Sometimes 
we each just had to get away to revive our 
spirits. 

There are many more things that go on at 
the Catholic Worker House, but the most 
important things found there are the love 
of God and the concern for people. 
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War is the health of the state 
by Dorothy Day 


One Christmas at the close of World War II, 
we received a card from the Rochester group 
saying that they had liked The Catholic 
Worker much better before the pacifists 
got hold of it. Another letter came from 
Boston, from an elderly worker who had been 


responsible for the first house of 


hospitality in Boston, She too reproached 
me for the extremism of our revolutionary 
pacifist position, She was a good trade 
unionist and was thinking in terms of the 
immediate steps to be taken, while we tried 
to keep the vision of a new social order, 


brought about by peaceful means, 


It struck me then how strange a thing 
it was; here we had been writing about 
pacifism for fifteen years and members of 
two of our groups were just beginning to 


realize what it meant, 
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